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The Dominions, then, co-operated very closely with
England during the War, but it is human nature to forget.
The enthusiasm for national defence evaporated with the
coming of peace, and was replaced by a desire to evade
further financial burdens.
(2) Present State of the Dominion Navies
The nominal Canadian Navy.
The strategical question in the Pacific that Admiral
Jellicoe went out to study in 1919 included that of the estab-
lishment of a Canadian Navy. He suggested for consideration
two alternatives :
(i) That Canada should contribute to a proposed Pacific
Grand Fleet her own Fleet of one battle-cruiser,
two cruisers, six destroyers, and four submarines.
(ii) That Canada should provide for the defence of her
own coasts only, in which case a force of three
cruisers, thirteen destroyers, and eight submarines
would be sufficient.
These suggestions were laid before the Dominion
Parliament at Ottawa on March 10, 1920, but neither was
adopted. Twelve days later, on the 22nd, the Minister of
the Navy announced that it had been decided to make
reductions in the existing service. The numbers at the
training schools would be reduced to 500. The defences at
Halifax and Esquimalt would be dismantled and the
establishments at those two places abolished. The two
cruisers would be sold. He explained this decision as follows :
The Canadian Government has carefully considered Admiral
Jellicoe's suggestions. It is a time of great financial stringency.
Imperial Naval Policy is still under consideration and will be
discussed at the Imperial Conference. Pending the result of this
discussion, the Canadian Government has decided to suspend
action and, reverting to its pre-War policy, to accept "the one
cruiser and two destroyers offered by the Mother Country.
The present two old cruisers will be paid off. The general
organization of the Canadian Navy will be altered and, in order
to economize, the total personnel will be readjusted and the

